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OVER THE PAST fifteen years, historical study of ethnic groups 
in American cities has proliferated. Most scholars have exam- 
ined patterns of migration, with special emphasis on the "chains" 
which linked specific villages of origin with districts of first settle- 
ment, and the mobility of individuals within or beyond the immi- 
grant district.' Intensive migration connections presumably 
demonstrated substantial European influence on the immi- 
grants, while high rates of geographic and social mobility pre- 
sumably attested to the lure of American opportunity.2 Aside 
from Virginia Yans-McLoughlin's analysis of Italian family conti- 
nuity in Buffalo,3 however, most studies have used the occupa- 
tional mobility of men as a measure of the relative adjustment of 
different groups to different locales. Furthermore, the impact of 

'Relatively few recent histories utilizing comparative social statistics have analyzed 
more than one group in a specific city. For the most useful see, Stephan Thernstrom, The 
Other Bostonians: Poverty and Progress in the American Metropolis, 1880-1970 (Cambridge, 
1973);JosephJ. Barton, Peasants and Strangers: Italians, Rumanians, and Slovaks in the Ameri- 
can City (Cambridge, 1975); Thomas Kessner, The Golden Door: Italian andJewish Immigrant 
Mobility in New York City, 1880-1915 (New York, 1977); John Bodnar, et al., Lives of Their 
Own: Blacks, Italians and Poles in Pittsburgh, 1900-1960 (Urbana, 1982); Olivier Zunz, The 
Changing Face of Inequality: Urbanization, Industrial Development, and Immigrants in Detroit, 
1880 -1920 (Chicago, 1982). 

2This point is well made byJohn Briggs in his review of Humbert Nelli, From Immigrants 
to Ethnics: The Italian Americans, in American Historical Review, LXXXIX (1984), 543. 

3Virginia Yans -McLaughlin, Family and Community: Italian Immigrants in Buffalo, 1880- 
1930 (Ithaca, 1977). 
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162 PACIFIC HISTORICAL REVIEW 

specific neighborhoods on social change, a theme which had oc- 
cupied the attention of settlement workers and of the immigrants 
themselves,4 has been replaced by statistical samples which pur- 
port to measure group mobility. Several new studies of ethnic ad- 
justment in Detroit and Pittsburgh have emphasized how Poles 
and Italians especially gained social stability through the pur- 
chase or construction of homes, but only John Bodnar has tried 
to integrate the image of an ethnic neighborhood into the story 
of ownership.5 

Perhaps because the great majority of European immigrants 
remained in large eastern cities, ethnic districts-except for 
"barrios" and "Chinatowns"-have rarely been noticed in the 
American West. Nevertheless, commercial cities like Denver and 
Los Angeles through 1915 as well as more industrialized San 
Francisco did attract several thousand representatives of most of 
the European ethnic groups. They arrived in smaller numbers 
and were a smaller proportion of the population than in eastern 
or midwestern cities.6 But whether they filled the same economic 
niches and whether their settlement and mobility patterns were 
the same as in the East have not been well studied. 

This study is a preliminary effort to explain how Italians and 
East European Jews arrived at, moved through, and persisted in 
the city of Portland, Oregon. Though data have been gathered 
for the city as a whole, the stress here will be on a major area of 
first settlement with unique physical contours whose inhabitants 
represented a very distinctive segment of the Italian and Jewish 
populations. While the methods employed will allow for compar- 
ison with other groups and other cities, the emphasis here will be 
on the ways that the unique qualities of western place and time 
provided more latitude for European ethnic mobility. Thus, 
there is a dual focus: first, on the area itself as a locale for first 

4The writings ofJane Addams and Mary Simkhovitch (see the latter's Neighborhood: My 
Story of Greenwich House [New York, 1938]), as well as the hundreds of monographs by 
social workers, have popularized the concept of neighborhood. For a recent work which 
views the neighborhood as a necessary psychological and moral defense against the 
amoralism of social planning, see Andrew Greeley, Neighborhood (New York, 1977), xii-xv. 

5 Bodnar, Lives of Their Own, 7 and passim. 
6Lyle W. Dorsett, The Queen City: A History of Denver (Boulder, 1977), 110, 124, 174; 

Robert Fogelson, The Fragmented Metropolis: Los Angeles, 1850-1930 (Cambridge, 1967), 
198-199. 
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Ethnicity and Stability 163 

settlement to determine how immigrants created a distinctive 
sense of place; and, second, on the movement of persons 
through the area to identify the opportunities and limitations it 
presented to newcomers. The connotation of stability which the 
concept "ethnic neighborhood" has evoked in popular litera- 
ture will be contrasted with the patterns of mobility which social 
science literature has recently emphasized.7 Through longitudi- 
nal measures of home ownership and employment patterns, this 
study will show how a neighborhood provided a distinctive form 
of stability even though many of its initial inhabitants were highly 
mobile. 

By using a neighborhood as a focus, this study also hopes to 
revive an old-fashioned topic. Olivier Zunz, in a massive and im- 
pressive work, has warned that using "neighborhood" as a unit to 
measure social experience is hazardous, because "geographic 
boundaries are vague, defined simultaneously by objective crite- 
ria, the perception of inhabitants, and physical boundaries."' 
Nevertheless, an attempt to compare formative experiences like 
emigration and resettlement, shared childhood nurture, and life 
cycle experiences should examine persons bounded by more 
than abstract sampling devices. While the conclusions might 
have more limited application, when compared with data for the 
rest of the city and for other cities, they should contribute to a 
fuller understanding of the immigrants' social experience. 

If a further defense of "neighborhood," either as a concept or 
as a data base, is needed, the area selected for study here did at 
least have a clear geographic boundary and institutional focus: 
the Failing elementary school district, located about a mile south 
of the central business district. It stretched fourteen short blocks 
north and south, and from the Willamette River on the east to a 
sharp, irregular ridgeline six to ten short blocks away on the 
west.9 As Allen Davis has noted, elementary schools provided a 

7See Howard P. Chudakoff, "A New Look at Ethnic Neighborhoods: Residential Dis- 
persion and the Concept of Visibility in a Medium-sized City,"Journal of American History, 
LX (1973), 76-87. 

8Zunz, Inequality, 21. 
9Failing school district boundaries have been reconstructed by tracing the residences of 

Jewish pupils attending the school in 1920. This information was obtained from pupil 
enrollment cards on microfilm at the Oregon State Archives, Salem. See also William Toll, 
The Making of an Ethnic Middle Class: Portland Jewry over Four Generations (Albany, 1982), 
119. 
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Jewish and Italian Households, South Portland, 1910. 
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necessary focus for families,'0 and as will be indicated below, 
bothJews and Italians made substantial use of the Failing school. 
While old residents did not define their domain by precise street 
boundaries, they understood the importance of institutional co- 
hesion. As Ernest M. Jacheta, a lawyer and the son of a local gro- 
cer, recalled, "we had Lincoln High School, and we had Failing 
school. And further south we had Holman school.... We didn't 
really call that South Portland. It was very definitely south, but it 
wasn't the gang that we were raised with."" Nor was the impor- 
tance of school loyalties lost on Max Simon, a physician and 
former pupil at the nearby Shattuck School. "Failing elementary 
school had a great number of Jewish youngsters and Shattuck 
had a good number too," he remembered. "I am ashamed to say 
that those from Shattuck looked down upon those from Failing 
and those from Failing looked down on those of us from Shat- 
tuck, but the important thing was that both schools and both 
principals did a great deal to bring the youngsters into the Amer- 
ican society that was alien to the parents."12 Finally, "neighbor- 
hood," as Caroline Golab has noted, refers also to a set of net- 
works which tied families into social enclaves.'3 While this study 
focuses primarily on families, formal institutions like schools, 
churches, and settlement houses anchored persons to a geo- 
graphic setting.'4 Consequently, a neighborhood defined parti- 
ally by territory and partially by bonds created through mutual 
school attendance seems to make some historical sense. 

As a type of urban setting, Portland provided the oppor- 
tunities of a commercial rather than an industrial center. After 
slow growth in the nineteenth century, its population more than 
doubled from 90,000 to over 200,000 between 1900 and 1910, 
and to almost 300,000 by 1930.15 Because it lacked steel mills or 
modern factories, it did not attract many of the Polish or Slavic 

"'Allen F Davis, Spearheadsfor Reform: The Social Settlements and the Progressive Movement, 1890 -1914 (New York, 1967), 76. 
"Interview with Ernest M. Jachetta, Aug. 17, 1978, Oregon Historical Society. 
12Interview with Max Simons, March 7, 1975, Jewish Historical Society of Oregon. 
13Caroline Golab, Immigrant Destinations (Philadelphia, 1977), 112-113. 
14Sam Bass Warner, Jr., Streetcar Suburbs: The Process of Growth in Boston, 1870-1900 

(New York, 1962), 79-80. 
15"Population data from U.S. Bureau of the Census, Thirteenth Census of the United States, 1910, vol. III: Population, 1910 (Washington, D.C., 1913), Table II, p. 520; U.S. Bureau of the 

Census, Statistical Abstract of the United States: 1974 (Washington, D.C., 1974), 25. 
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immigrants who had accompanied the Italians to the cities of the 
Midwest.16 But Portland did have extensive railroad yards and 
many sawmills, which attracted both skilled German and native 
American craftsmen, and which provided unskilled work for 
Scandinavian, Japanese, and Italian men, and for lesser numbers 
of Serbs and Bulgarians. It also required gangs of workers to 
grade streets, build reservoirs, lay pipe, and maintain rights-of- 
way, and it provided jobs for craftsmen who could build the wood 
frame houses which resist the rainy weather of the Pacific North- 
west. In addition, as a city exporting agricultural and timber 
products and supplying regional consumer demands, it provided 
work for hundreds of truck farmers, peddlers of vegetables and 
other goods, expressmen, tailors, and proprietors of second- 
hand stores who served the city's proletariat. To all of these 
trades, and to the habit of seasonal migration in search of work, 
Italians and Jews brought experience and initiative.17 

Between 1900 and 1910, the Italian population grew fivefold to 
over 3,000, and the East European Jews more than doubled to 
over 2,200.18 While the numbers seem small by comparison with 
major eastern cities, the characteristic clustering and the pat- 
terns of dispersal lend themselves to useful comparison with the 
larger population centers. The Italians distributed themselves 
similarly to those in Rochester, Omaha, San Francisco, and To- 
ronto, where families and friends from the same villages clus- 
tered in specific blocks but did not dominate any single neigh- 

16Barton, Peasants and Strangers, 120; Bodnar, Lives of Their Own, 56-57; Zunz, Inequality, 
193; Golab, Immigrant Destinations, 31-33. 

17The shift between rural and urban work is noted in the interview with Guido Palan- 
dri, Oct. 12, 1983, in possession of the author. See also Dino Cinel, From Italy to San Fran- 
cisco: The Immigrant Experience (Palo Alto, 1982), 4, 8-9, 36, 46, 59. The wanderings of 
Russian Jewish men within Europe in search of work has not been documented in the 
social science literature, but see Morris R. Cohen, A Dreamer's Journey: The Autobiography of 
Morris R. Cohen (Boston, 1949), 8 -14, and Chaim Weizmann, Trial and Error: The Autobiog- 
raphy ofChaim Weizmann (New York, 1949), 8-10. 

"8The figures were derived from the 1900 and 1910 U.S. manuscript censuses for 
Multnomah County, Oregon. Italians were identified by place of birth of the individual or 
the individual's father. Jews were identified in several ways. The 1910 census itself noted 
many as "Yiddish," "Polish/Yiddish," or "Austrian/ Yiddish." Others were identified from 
lodge and synagogue records. Still others were identified on the basis of their conspicu- 
ously Jewish names and occupations and because they were usually living in the same 
household with (or in close proximity to) known Jews. The several thousand persons of 
German Jewish descent residing in Portland for this period were recorded for the 1900 
census, but were not included in this study. None lived in South Portland. 
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borhood.'9 Though a dozen Italian labor contractors resided on 
Portland's east side, as in San Francisco family ties rather than 
the padrone system drew newcomers. The great expense of 
bringing labor across the continent, plus the availability of Chi- 
nese and Japanese gang labor, precluded the need for the com- 
mercial recruitment of Italians to the Pacific Coast.20 Instead, 
men used personal contacts to find work. Many spent the spring 
and summer in sawmills in rural areas, then sought maintenance 
or other work in the city in the winter.21 

In Portland the largest contingent of almost 1,300 Italians was 
disbursed over the sprawling east side. In a pattern which very 
much resembled that of Italians settling along the bed of the 
Platte River in Denver or in the areas at the southern edge of San 
Francisco, dozens of farmers grew vegetables and berries on land 
which they owned or rented along Sandy Boulevard and in 
Ladd's Addition. Several of the families were related to the Sici- 
lian truck farmers in suburban Beaverton, and they seemed to 
move freely between the two districts. Almost a hundred more 
men had regular routes as vegetable peddlers to suburban neigh- 
borhoods. A produce market at Union and Madison streets 
served as a social as well as a commercial center.22 In the rooming 
house area of central Portland adjacent to the downtown and in 
the northwest district near the railroad yards, Italians resided in 
more densely packed quarters. But they were a small minority 
among a much larger population of Scandinavians, native whites, 
Chinese, and Japanese. Here the Italians, like the others, were 
primarily single men, married men without their wives, or cou- 
ples with few or no children.23 Although almost fifteen percent 
were small shopkeepers or professionals, the great majority 

19Cinel, From Italy to San Francisco, 109-112; John Briggs, An Italian Passage: Immigrants 
to Three American Cities, 1890-1930 (New Haven, 1978), 110; Robert F. Harney, "Toronto's 
Little Italy, 1885 -1945," in Harney and John Scarpaci, eds., Little Italies in North America 
(Toronto, 1981), 48-49. 

20Humbert Nelli, From Immigrants to Ethnics: The Italian American (New York, 1983), 79. 
Dorsett, Queen City, 174-175, notes recruitment of Italian men as laborers to Denver. 

21Interview with Guido Palandri. This pattern parallels these noted by Yans- 
McLaughlin for Italian men in the Buffalo region. 

22Interview with David Amato, Sept. 17 and 21, 1980, Oregon Historical Society. See 
also Dorsett, Queen City, 176. 

23In 1910, Italian men in the combined northwest and central districts outnumbered 
Italian women by over 5 to 1. The ratio in South Portland was only 2.7 to 1. See Table 1. 
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Table 1 
Jewish and Italian Population by Urban District and Marital Status, 

1900 and 1910 

Northwest & Central 

Portland South Portland East Portland 

Marital Status Italian Jewish Italian Jewish Italian Jewish 
1900 1910 1900 1910 1900 1910 1900 1910 1900 1910 1900 1910 

m f m f m f m f m f m f m f m f m f m f m f m f 

Single, alone 127 3 343 1 2 0 53 5 2 0 245 0 1 0 49 3 17 0 354 5 0 0 5 0 

Married, no spouse 7 0 55 2 0 1 3 2 1 0 47 2 0 2 8 1 4 1 62 1 0 0 0 1 

Married, with spouse 61 61 81 81 43 43 139 139 16 16 163 163 108 108 282 282 15 15 194 194 11 11 27 27 

Single, in family 20 13 30 15 27 13 63 49 6 1 40 10 52 31 102 75 5 5 38 29 4 2 3 7 

Divorced 0 0 5 1 0 0 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 1 0 1 00 0 0 0 

Widowed 4 5 5 5 0 3 11 16 0 1 14 13 4 9 8 26 2 3 11 6 0 1 0 2 

Total adults 222 82 528 104 73 60 275202 25 18 509 188 165 150 451 388 44 24 659 235 15 14 36 36 

Children 137 110 85 233 28 344 245 685 49 362 31 79 

TOTAL POPULATION 441 742 218 710 71 1,041 610 1,524 117 1,256 60 151 
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fulfilled the classic immigrant roles as laborers in sawmills, rail- 
road yards, or municipal construction. 

South Portland, though having an even lower Italian male oc- 
cupational profile than the other districts, became a unique area 
of first settlement. Italian residents never clustered in boarding- 
houses and saloons. The rapid construction of many small wood 
frame houses as well as convenient transportation to the central 
business district made it a district of families rather than of unat- 
tached males. In 1900 the small contingent of sixteen married 
Italian couples on the fringe of a vastly largerJewish group com- 
prised three-fourths of the Italian adults. Ten years later the Ital- 
ian contingent in the district reached 207 households, and again 
the proportion of married couples among total adults and the 
proportion of children was much higher than in other areas. In- 
deed, South Portland's Italians were remarkable because even 
though three-fourths of the men were laborers, almost thirty 
percent lived with a wife and children and most of the unat- 
tached laborers resided with Italian families rather than in 
boardinghouses. Although Italian laborers are often depicted as 
a floating population, those who were married persisted at a 
forty-two percent rate from 1910 to 1920, almost double the rate 
for the unmarried. Further stability was lent to the ethnic char- 
acter of the neighborhood because over half of the forty-five Ital- 
ian shopkeepers remained for at least a decade. Finally, of those 
heads of households who remained in the city through 1920, 
eighty percent persisted in the district. 

Unlike in Lower Manhattan where definite areas of Italian and 
Jewish dominance could be demarked by a boundary like Bowery 
Street,24 in Portland Italians mixed somewhat irregularly around 
the Jews. Because Jews had moved into the undeveloped area in 
much larger numbers before 1900, and because so many were in 
trade, they dominated the street railway thoroughfare--First 
Street. Italians clustered on the newer streets, especially lower 
Fifth Street, with contingents along Third, Fourth, and Sixth, 
and along Hood, Water, and Macadam streets. Along Front 
Street Jews and Italians lived in equal numbers in interspersed 

24George E. Pozzeta, "The Mulberry District of New York City: The Years Before 
World War I," in Harney, ed., Little Italies, 8 -9, 22. 
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Mr. Stein, peddler, South Portland (ca. 1910) 
(Jewish Historical Society of Oregon) 

Stein's grocery, Ist & Carruthers Streets (ca. 1920) 
(Jewish Historical Society of Oregon) 
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clusters among the second-hand stores. On the short cross 
streets, Italians settled to the east of the Jews on Grant and 
Caruthers, but also to the west on Sheridan Street, where many 
built shacks into Marquam Gulch. As Max Simon recalled, "The 
gulch in South Portland was the site of the horses and wagons of 
the peddlers.... In the morning it was quite a sight to see the 
horses and wagons stream out of the gulch."25 And Ernest Ja- 
chetta added, "it was a gulch with a trestle on the east side of it. 
There were many houses there; old houses occupied mostly by 
Italian people."26 By 1930, the corner of Fourth and Sheridan 
streets housed an Italian grocery, bakery, shoe repair shop, and 
billiards parlor, while the Italian Catholic church-St. Michael 
the Archangel-was located six blocks north on a height over- 
looking Fourth and Mill streets.27 

The East European Jews of South Portland, like those in most 
other American cities, had settled on a particular neighborhood 
where the ritual demands of their culture could be satisfied and 
the anxieties of a pariah people fleeing from pogroms could be 
assuaged. Many residents, for example, owned secondhand stores 
several miles away on north Third Street or over a mile north 
along Front Street. But the attraction of relatives and fellow 
townsmen from Russia or Romania pulled them to the district. 
David Finkelstein, who arrived in January 1913, put it this way: 

I was met by Morris Rosenfeld, who was my brother-in-law's oldest 
brother. We got off [the train ] at the depot at night and walked a couple 
of blocks to Glisan Street and there was a streetcar running ... way 
down to South Portland. I carried my luggage tied up with a piece of 
rope. I came to a sister. When people used to come to this country they 
either had a relative or a landsman-a landsman, you know, means the 
same town-that they knew, and that's the way they used to come. 
Somebody to somebody.28 
Gaulda Jermouloske Hahn, who was born at Second and Arthur 
streets in 1916, explained: 

It was a kind of family compound, this block between Hooker and 
Meade, and First and Front. It was almost a family block. My grandpar- 

25Interview with Max Simons, transcript, p. 2. 
26Interview with ErnestJachetta, transcript, p. 5. 
27Information about location of businesses is in the Portland City Directory for 1930. 
28Interview with David Finkelstein, Dec. 22, 1975, Jewish Historical Society of Oregon. 
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ents lived in the little house on the corner. Their name was Rosenfeld, 
Pessie and Michael Rosenfeld. Next door to them was my aunt, my 
mother's sister, Mrs. Calof, with three children, my cousins. We lived 
next door to them. Around the corner lived my mother's brother, an 
uncle ... and then around the other corner lived another uncle and 
their family, so it was a kind of family compound.29 
But Hahn also noted that "in our immediate neighborhood there 
was an Italian family and they were very good friends. Somehow 
I guess we all had our differences, but there was a feeling of ex- 
tended family closeness." 

To serve such intensive families, South Portland by 1910 had a 
mikveh, or ritual bath for women, and half dozen small orthodox 
congregations. All initially met in rented quarters, but by the mid- 
1920s at least three had erected synagogue buildings. Several mu- 
tual benefit and free loan societies were quickly established, 
though because of the relatively small number of Jews they were 
open to all rather than being restricted to provincial lines, as was 
true for landsmenshaften in New York or Philadelphia. In addition, 
First Street from Madison, several blocks above the district, 
through Arthur was studded with fish and meat markets, bakeries 
and groceries where ritually prepared food could be obtained. 

To provide an anchor for the community, the Council of Jewish 
Women in 1905 erected a large brick settlement house at Second 
and Woods streets. "Neighborhood House" provided meeting 
space for the usual array of cooking, sewing, and English-language 
classes, as well as special classes to prepare immigrants for natural- 
ization. By the 1920s it had a swimming pool as well as well-baby 
and dental clinics, which were utilized by neighborhood residents 
of varied ethnic backgrounds. Its meeting space for lodges and 
mutual benefit societies, however, seems to have been utilized pri- 
marily by the Jews, with Italian fraternal orders meeting at a vari- 
ety of other places. Unlike larger settlement houses like Hull 
House or the Chicago Commons, Neighborhood House lacked 
the funds to support resident workers, though it did have a full- 
time supervisor of German Jewish descent, Ida Loewenberg. Per- 
haps because the neighborhood residents did not feel they were 
being studied by outsiders, they identified very closely with Neigh- 
borhood House. By 1920 it even included a secular Hebrew 

29Interview with Gaulda Jermuloske Hahn, June 10 and Dec. 17, 1980, ibid 
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Neighborhood House, 2nd & Woods Streets (ca. 1920) 
(Jewish Historical Society of Oregon) 

Mothers and children, Well-baby Clinic (ca. 1925) 
Ida Lowenberg, director of Neighborhood House, on top step 

(Jewish Historical Society of Oregon) 
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school, which followed models established in New York. It pro- 
vided graded classes meeting four afternoons each week, and far 
more than the local shuls, neighborhood youngsters remembered 
it as the source from which traditions of history, culture, and lan- 
guage were passed on to their generation.30 

As in other cities, Jews had emigrated to Portland in family 
groups, or they reunited their families within a year or two of the 
husband's arrival,"' so the ratio of married couples to unattached 
adults was everywhere higher than for Italians. In addition, Jews 
were far more concentrated in the neighborhood than were Ital- 
ians, with almost two-thirds of the city's Jews compared with only 
one-third of its Italians residing there. So, comparisons with Jews 
living in other districts are perhaps less significant than similar 
comparisons for Italians. Nevertheless, for Jews, like Italians, 
South Portland was preeminently the district of families. The pro- 
portion of married couples among adults and the proportion of 
children were substantially higher than elsewhere. Jewish and Ital- 

Table 2 
Employment Profile, Jewish and Italian Men, 

1910 

Northwest & 
Central Portland South Portland East Portland TOTAL 

Level Jews Italians Jews Italians Jews Italians Jews Italians 
(N=235) (N=512)fN=462)(N=509)(N=39) (N=632)(N=736)(N=1,653) 

Professional 3.8% 2.9 2.8 0.2 2.6 0.8 3.1 1.3 
Proprietor, 

Manager 45.5 11.7 42.9 8.3 30.8 27.8 43.1 16.8 
Clerical, 

sales 20.0 1.0 19.7 2.6 7.7 2.7 19.2 2.1 
Service 

(employee) 1.2 13.5 3.7 8.3 20.5 4.3 3.7 8.3 
Skilled, semi- 

skilled 16.1 8.2 26.4 3.9 25.6 3.6 23.2 5.1 
Laborer 6.5 62.7 3.2 76.8 7.7 60.8 4.4 66.3 
No occupation 6.8 0.0 1.5 0.0 5.1 0.0 3.3 0.0 

100.0% 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

30The Jewish institutional network and neighborhood ambiance are described in Toll, 
Ethnic Middle Class, 109-125. Between 1925 and 1940, approximately 130 young people 
graduated from the Portland Hebrew School. 

31Kessner, Golden Door, 30- 32. 
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ian children together dominated the Failing school. In 1920, al- 
most forty percent of its pupils were Jewish and seventeen were 
Italian. In many classes from the fifth through the eighth grades, 
Jewish children were a numerical majority, while contingents of at 
least seven Italian and ten Jewish children could be found in most 
classes in the lower grades. At the nearby Shattuck School, serving 
a region just northwest of South Portland, Jewish children were 
about thirty-five percent of the total, but the Italian percentage 
fell off to only eight.32 Like Neighborhood House, the Failing 
School accommodated the immigrants. For the children it estab- 
lished an ungraded "Opportunity Class" to remediate skill or so- 
cial deficiencies. For adults it established a night school which 
might allow diligent students to earn an eighth-grade completion 
certificate and which prepared them for citizenship examinations. 

The distinctive Jewish demography of the neighborhood de- 
rived largely from the unique occupational status of the men. 
Census data support the impressionistic evidence for other cities 
thatJews who came West either had higher skills or better family 
support to initiate small business compared to those who re- 
mained in the East. Perhaps more accurately, as an industrial 
backwater, Portland continued to offer opportunities to crafts- 
men, but not to workingmen in advanced machinery. For exam- 
ple, the demand for custom tailors, many of whom opened tiny 
shops, led local Jewish philanthropists to advise colleagues in the 
East to send more such craftsmen West. But the absence of cloth- 
ing factories, large foundaries, and modern apartment and office 
construction led semiskilled "operatives," machinists, and elec- 
trical workers to remain in the East. As a consequence, in Detroit 
in 1900, only thirty percent of Jewish heads of households held 
white-collar jobs, and in New York, forty-six percent held such 
positions. In South Portland, however, sixty percent of Jewish 
heads of households in 1910 were either proprietors or clerks, 
while another eighteen percent were on the fringe of proprietor- 
ship as expressmen or peddlers. While the Jewish persistence 
rate for New York from 1905 to 1915 was thirty-six percent,33 the 

32Class rolls for the Failing school and Shattuck school for 1920 were obtained from the 
archives of the Portland Public School District, Portland, Oregon. 

33Kessner, Golden Door, 148; Zunz, Inequality, 222. 
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Table 3 
Persistence by District, Occupation, and Marital Status, Jewish and Italian Heads of Households, 

1910- 1920 

Central Portland South Portland East Portland 
Occupation and Jewish Italian Jewish Italian Italian 
Marital Status Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 

1910 1920 1910 1920 1910 1920 1910 1920 1910 1920 

Professional, 
proprietor 

married 67 56.7% 25 52.0% 149 61.7% 33 60.6% 27 85.2% 
unmarried 2 50.0 14 21.4 9 44.4 2 0.0 9 33.3 

Clerical, service 
married 16 43.8 16 62.5 32 71.8 12 41.7 14 50.0 
unmarried 4 0.0 25 12.0 0 x 7 14.3 6 16.7 

Farmer, vegetable 
peddler 

married x x 2 50.0 x x 5 60.0 102 38.2 
unmarried x x 1 0.0 x x 1 0.0 6 18.8 

Expressman, peddler 
married 6 16.7 x x 57 59.6 x x x x 
unmarried 1 0.0 x x 1 0.0 x x x x 

Skilled, semi-skilled 
married 19 36.8 3 66.7 59 44.1 13 61.5 16 43.8 
unmarried 3 0.0 12 25.0 0 x 6 66.7 5 20.0 

Laborer 
married 4 25.0 30 13.3 6 83.3 113 33.6 59 23.7 
unmarried 0 0.0 15 33.3 1 100.0 30 16.6 31 12.9 

TOTAL 122 41.1% 143 30.7% 314 58.9% 222 37.8% 285 35.8% 
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Jews of South Portland, dominated by proprietors rather than by 
craftsmen, remained in the city at a sixty percent rate from 1910 
to 1920. So that while Jews were not a numerical majority in the 
neighborhood, two-thirds of those in the city lived there, and 
had high rates of persistence, high visibility on the major busi- 
ness street, and many religious and social institutions. 

Residents of South Portland remember their families as having 
been intensively integrated into ethnic, social, and occupational 
networks, but as having had chronically low incomes. Scholars 
generally agree that most immigrant families needed income 
from persons in addition to the male head of household to meet 
expenses, but the sources of that income varied among ethnic 
groups. The occupational status of the husband and of his resi- 
dent children largely determined the need to turn beyond the 
family for income. For South Portland's Italians, whose male oc- 
cupational profile was virtually identical with the profile for most 
other cities, the source and incidence of outside support was vir- 
tually identical. For the Jews, whose occupational profile was 
higher, the need to look beyond the family was far less. Almost 
three-fourths of Italian heads of households who remained in 
Portland through 1920 had been laborers, skilled workers, or ser- 
vice workers in 1910, and the great majority did not improve 
their occupational level through 1920. Many laborers did find 
skilled work, initially in the shipyards during World War I, but by 
1920, only twelve percent of the blue-collar workers had risen to 
white-collar jobs, and a third of the twenty-two proprietors had 
fallen to blue-collar work. Furthermore, prior to the 1920s, sons 
from Italian households generally entered the labor market at 
levels only slightly higher than those of their fathers. The great 
majority of employed Italian young women were able to find cler- 
ical or sales work in a rapidly expanding occupational category,34 
but the numbers involved were very small. 

AmongJewish heads of households, of course, the great major- 
ity of persisters were small proprietors, and among their sons, 
seventy percent began as either clerical workers or as partners or 
proprietors of their own small businesses. And perhaps equally 

34In other cities, Italian women were generally not able to find white-collar work so 
rapidly. See Yans-McLaughlin, Family and Community, 52; Briggs, Italian Passage, 116. 
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Table 4 
Young Italians andJews Entering Labor Force, 

1900- 1940 

Entry into Workforce Professional Clerk Skilled No 
and Proprietor Sales Servant Semi-skilled Laborer Student Occupation TOTAL 

Region of Residence Italians Jews Italians Jews Italians Jews Italians Jews Italians Jews Italians Jews Italians Jews Italians Jews 
At Work, 1910 

Central Portland 
male 0 4 1 23 3 2 2 3 4 3 0 0 x x 10 35 
female 0 2 0 8 1 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 x x 2 12 

South Portland 
male 0 4 4 39 7 8 2 31 11 4 0 0 x x 24 86 
female 0 3 1 22 0 4 2 14 2 11 0 0 x x 5 54 

East Portland 
male 1 x 3 x 2 x 5 x 11 x 0 0 x x 22 x 
female 0 x 2 x 3 x 1 x 2 x 0 0 x x 8 x 

Enter, 1911- 1920 
Central Portland 

male 0 1 4 13 1 0 2 5 1 0 0 9 x x 8 28 
female 0 1 6 20 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 4 x x 8 26 

South Portland 
male 1 14 2 65 8 9 5 13 14 1 2 11 x x 32 113 
female 2 2 11 61 1 0 2 5 1 2 1 6 x x 18 76 

East Portland 
male 0 x 7 x 3 x 9 x 3 x 0 x x x 22 x 
female 0 x 13 x 1 x 1 x 0 x 2 x x x 16 x 
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Table 4 (Con't) 
Young Italians and Jews Entering Labor Force, 

1900- 1940 

Entry into Workforce Professional Clerk Skilled No 
and Proprietor Sales Servant Semi-skilled Laborer Student Occupation TOTAL 

Region of Residence Italians Jews Italians Jews Italians Jews Italians Jews Italians Jews Italians Jews Italians Jews Italians Jews 
Enter, 1921- 1930 

Central Portland 
male 2 6 1 6 0 1 3 1 0 0 1 3 1 2 9 19 
female 1 0 5 8 1 0 3 0 1 0 0 1 3 7 14 16 

South Portland 
male 6 43 10 41 10 5 15 14 8 3 4 31 10 14 63 151 
female 2 7 12 41 2 2 2 2 2 3 1 7 12 13 33 75 

East Portland 
male 16 x 10 x 4 x 6 x 12 x 3 x 7 x 58 x 
female 1 x 16 x 3 x 3 x 0 x 1 x 17 x 41 x 

Enter 1931- 1940 
Central Portland 

male 2 8 0 5 5 0 3 0 2 0 0 0 1 1 13 14 
female 0 0 4 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 5 7 

South Portland 
male 9 26 9 17 12 4 8 0 6 0 2 9 9 11 54 67 
female 0 2 2 25 2 2 5 0 2 0 0 5 7 7 18 41 

East Portland 
male 17 x 7 x 5 x 6 x 6 x 2 x 6 x 49 x 
female 0 x 11 x 1 x 0 x 1 x 0 x 8 x 21 x 
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Table 5 
Live Births by Age Cohort, Portland Jewish and Italian Women, 

1910 

0 1-3 4-6 7 & over 
Live Births Live Births Live Births Live Births 

Cohort ewish Italian Jewish Italian Jewish Italian Jewish Italian 
(N=15) (N=24) (N=81) (N=130) (N=58) (N=60) (N=21) (N=16) 

16- 20 years 45.5% 20.0 54.5 80.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
21- 30 years 12.8 14.0 67.9 67.0 19.2 19.0 0.0 0.0 
31- 40 years 0.0 9.7 25.5 41.9 64.7 41.9 9.8 6.5 
41 and over 0.0 0.0 25.7 42.9 28.6 30.6 45.7 26.5 

100.0% 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

important, over four times as many Jewish as Italian young 
women entered the formal labor market between 1911 and 1920, 
almost all as white-collar workers. Uprooted social and economic 
conditions had led Italian men and women to delay marriage, 
and on the average they had fewer children than did East Euro- 
pean Jews."3 By 1910, Portland's married Jewish women averaged 
2.5 live births, while married Italian women averaged only 2.1.36 
Italian husbands, therefore, had fewer mouths to feed, but also 
fewer children with access to white-collar jobs who might aug- 
ment family income. Heads of Jewish households could not only 
expect higher incomes than their Italian counterparts, but they 
could also count on more sons and especially daughters to be 
earning a steady wage. 

Most Italian families, therefore, like their counterparts in 
larger cities, had more need for outside income than did their 
Jewish neighbors. Only half of the Italian families in South Port- 
land in 1910 lived alone, while fifteen percent took in one or two 
boarders, and sixteen percent had three to five.7 Indeed, seven 
families could be thought of as operating small boardinghouses 
by including six or more lodgers in their households. In Pitts- 
burgh, the proportion of families accommodating boarders was 

35Kessner, Golden Door, 170. See also "Fecundity of Immigrant Women," S. Doc. 65, 61 
Cong., 2 sess. (1911), 812 -813, Table 38, where Italian women under age forty-five (and 
married ten to nineteen years) had borne on the average 4.9 children, compared to 5.4 for 
their Russian counterparts. 

36Computed from data in Table 1. 
37See Table 6. 
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Table 6 
Composition of Jewish and Italian Households, South Portland, Oregon, 

1910 

Family 2nd couple 1-2 3-5 6+ 
Ethnicity and Structure alone in home boarders boarders boarders 

Jewish (N= 172) 
families 71.5% 9.3 16.3 0.0 0.0 
boarding house x x 2.9 0.0 0.0 
single, alone 0.0 x x x x 

Italian (N=205) 
families 39.0 8.8 11.2 11.7 3.4 
boarding house x x 11.7 8.8 1.5 
single, alone 3.9% x x x x 

about the same, and in both cities families with boarders aver- 
aged 4.4 per household.38 By contrast, among the Jewish families 
in South Portland, almost three-quarters lived alone. Only six- 
teen percent supplemented family income by taking in boarders, 
and no family accommodated more than two boarders. Among 
both Italians and Jews the boarders were almost invariably from 
the same ethnic group as the head of the household. 

Perhaps because of their low occupational status, Italian heads 
of households, even more than Jews, turned for security to home 
ownership. High levels of home ownership for Italian immigrant 
families have been noted for a large number of cities, including 
Detroit and Pittsburgh, with New York as a city of apartment 
dwellers being an exception to the rule. Several scholars have 
even concluded that home ownership was more characteristic of 
the immigrant working class, despite their low incomes and fre- 
quent changes ofjob site, than of the more affluent native white 
middle class.39 Such a broad conclusion, however, rests on the 
assumption that immigrants saw themselves as workers. When 
dealing with peddlers, expressmen, and small storekeepers, the 
line between blue and white collar becomes tenuous, and the ex- 
act skills possessed by such persons is never clear. Among Port- 
land's Italians, small storekeepers werejust as likely to own homes 
as were skilled workers and laborers. The integrating thread 

38Bodnar, Lives of Their Own, 102. 
39Zunz, Inequality, 161, 171, 393; Bodnar, Lives of Their Own, 219; Cinel, Italy to San Fran- 

cisco, 249. 
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Table 7 
Home Ownership Mobility, South Portland Italian and Jewish Men, 

1910- 1940 

Ethnicity, Family, and 1910 1930 1931-1940 1940 
Property Status own rent own rent gained lost same TOTAL 

Jews 
Head of household, 

owner 74 x 33 14 7 2 26 35 
Head of household, 

renter x 249 46 80 27 7 65 99 
Son in household* x x 52 212 47 8 137 192 
Nonhead of house- 

hold x 52 5 5 1 0 7 8 
Italians 

Head of household, 
owner 40 x 18 4 2 3 15 20 

Head of household, 
renter x 132 28 28 12 1 29 42 

Son in household* x x 9 120 17 1 92 110 
Nonhead of house- 

hold x 144 6 3 2 1 5 8 

*Because sons born into the household after 1910 were also traced in 1930 and 1940, 
the number present in 1910 is not relevant. 

across occupational boundaries seems to have been a common 
social experience of uprootedness, resettlement, formation of 
family, and the availability of reasonably priced land and per- 
haps possession of rudimentary carpentry skills to engage in con- 
struction. Here Italian laborers shared an experience with Ital- 
ian shopkeepers and with immigrant Jews, many of whom were 
carpenters. 

The difference between Italian and Jewish rates of home own- 
ership and whether homes were acquired in the area of first set- 
tlement or elsewhere (usually on the east side of the Willamette 
River) seem to have depended on the ability of the younger gen- 
eration to accumulate savings rather than on any distinctive cul- 
tural proclivities. Among Jewish and Italian immigrant heads of 
households, there were practically no differences in the rate of 
home ownership, despite differences in occupational status. In 
1910, about twenty-three percent of both Jewish and Italian 
heads of households in South Portland already owned their 
homes,40 even though the great majority of both groups had been 

40Data on home ownership are from the U.S manuscript census of 1910 for Multnomah 
County, Oregon, and computed from Table 7 in this essay. 
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in the city for less than a decade. Over the next two decades Ital- 
ians were even more tenacious than Jews in retaining their 
homes. Among persons renting in 1910, a greater proportion of 
Italians than Jews were able to acquire homes by 1930. 

However, many Italian families paid an intergenerational price 
for rapid property accumulation. Not only were far fewer Italian 
than Jewish young men and women listed in city directories as 
"students," but far fewer Italian sons were able to acquire 
homes."4 Only seven percent of Italian sons, compared with 
twenty percent for Jews, managed to buy a home by 1930, and 
during the depression of the 1930s, far more Jewish than Italian 
sons were able to become home owners.42 By 1940, therefore, 
only a slightly greater percentage of Italian sons owned their 
homes than had their fathers in 1910, while among Jewish sons, 
almost fifty percent more owned their homes than had their fa- 
thers thirty years before. Perhaps the Great Depression retarded 
the ability of Italian skilled and service workers at a still early 
stage in their life cycle from acquiring homes, because unem- 
ployment among them was far higher than in the white-collar 
sector where most young Jewish men found employment.43 But 
the effect of channeling Italian family savings into home owner- 
ship was to limit the ability of their sons to acquire homes of their 
own, at least at as early a stage in their life cycle as was true for the 
sons of East European Jews. 

Persistence in South Portland itself intensified this pattern. 
Compared to the Jews, a much higher proportion of Italian 
heads of households who remained in the city through 1930 still 
resided in the old neighborhood. Over sixty percent of these 
older men and widows now owned their homes, but only three of 
their nine sons heading their own households in the neighbor- 
hood had been able to purchase a home. Among almost twice as 
many Jewish heads of households in the neighborhood in 1930, 

41This point is also emphasized in Yans-McLaughlin, Family and Community, 174, as 
part of a comprehensive critique of male dominance in traditional Italian households. 

42See Table 8. Note that the number of persons losing their homes during the Great 
Depression was also quite small. Similar observations are in Bodnar, Lives of Their Own, 
256. 

43The Portland Chamber of Commerce in early 1935 determined that thirty-seven per- 
cent of male industrial wage earners had lost theirjobs by 1933. See "Portland, Oregon: A 
Statistical Summary," in Portland, Oregon, Chamber of Commerce Research Depart- 
ment, "The Studies and Surveys of Portland, Oregon, 1935" (mimeographed reports), 
Oregon Collection, University of Oregon. 
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Table 8 
Geographic Mobility and Home Ownership, 

South Portland Italian andJewish Men, 
1910- 1930 

Profes- Skilled 
sional, Clerical, Semi- 

Region of Residence, Proprietor Servant Skilled Laborer Widow TOTAL 
1930 own rent own rent own rent own rent own rent own rent South Portland 

Italians 
Head of household 9 3 3 0 4 2 5 7 4 3 25 15 
Son in household 0 7 0 9 1 5 0 11 x x 1 32 Son in own house 0 3 3 1 0 2 0 3 x x 3 9 

Jews 
Head of household 21 20 2 2 2 5 3 4 7 8 35 39 
Son in household 0 10 0 24 0 6 0 8 x x 0 48 
Son in own house 2 12 2 14 0 3 0 1 x x 4 30 

East Portland 
Italians 

Head of household 12* 4' x x 6 3 0 2 1 1 19 10 
Son in household 0 6 x x 0 5 0 0 x x 0 11 
Son in own house 2 0 x x 4 4 0 1 x x 6 5 

Jews 
Head of household 22 11 2 0 2 1 2 4 6 7 34 23 
Son in household 1 6 0 25 0 1 0 0 x x 1 31 
Son in own house 27 19 7 4 5 1 0 5 x x 39 29 

Other regions 
Italians 

Head of household 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Son in household 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 Son in own house 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0o 

Jews 
Head of household 9 22 1 4 0 2 1 1 0 2 11 31 
Son in household 0 5 1 17 0 1 0 4 x x 1 27 
Son in own home 5 13 0 8 5 1 0 1 x x 10 23 

*Includes all white collar 

only forty-seven percent had become owners, and only four of 
their thirty-four sons heading their own households in the neigh- 
borhood had been able to purchase a home. By 1940, South Port- 
land had become a refuge for the aging immigrant generation 
and an area in which young persons could rarely expect to ac- 
quire their own homes. East Portland, on the other hand, never 
housed intensive second-generation neighborhoods as did sub- 
urban sections of Cleveland, New York, or Philadelphia.44 But it 

44See Deborah D. Moore, At Home in America: Second-Generation New YorkJews (New York 
1981), 19-87; Lloyd Gartner, History of the Jews of Cleveland (Cleveland, 1978), 268-274; 
Bodnar, Lives of Their Own, 195; Richard N. Juliani, "The Italian Community of Philadel- 
phia," in Harney, ed., Little Italies, 99-100. 

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://online.ucpress.edu/phr/article-pdf/54/2/161/350526/3639039.pdf by C

alifornia D
igital Library, jeditor@

ucpress.edu on 14 Septem
ber 2020



Ethnicity and Stability 185 

did provide cheap land on which rates of home ownership, espe- 
cially for the sons of immigrants, could reach levels found in the 
eastern cities. Among Italians who had moved to the open spaces 
of the east side, sixty-five percent of the original heads of house- 
holds and half of their sons had become home owners, while 
among Jews almost sixty percent of heads of households and 
their sons heading households had become owners. 

During the 1930s, over twenty years prior to "urban renewal," 
South Portland began to lose some of its ethnic ambiance. 
Among the heads of households, the proportion of Italians re- 
mained virtually unchanged at 17%, but the proportion of Jews 
declined from 31% to 26.3%. Such a modest degree of change 
hardly constituted an "exodus," but quite clearly the acquisition 
of homes by young people was occurring elsewhere. In addition, 
most of the Italian businesses on Fourth Street had closed, and 
the region came to hold many garages, gasoline stations, and 
nonethnic restaurants and beer parlors which marked a neigh- 
borhood in transition. By 1947, among the major areas ofJewish 
settlement in the city, South Portland had by far the largest pro- 
portion of people fifty years of age and older, and the percentage 
of children had slipped to fifteen percent, a third of the 1910 
figure.45 The addition of a freeway and its access ramps and the 
construction of high-rise apartments on vacated blocks at the 
northern edge of the district in the 1960s brought to a dramatic 
conclusion a process of social decline which had set in twenty 
years before. 

Among recent studies comparing the social mobility of ethnic 
groups, none has tried to determine what type of contact groups 
may have had with one another. It seems useful, therefore, to 
speculate on the contacts between Italians and Jews in a district 
which each saw as a social and cultural center. One might also 
make some tentative assessment of the significance of compara- 
tive studies of ethnic groups which shared a neighborhood. Most 
comparative studies of ethnic enclaves have emphasized the ini- 
tial occupational statuses of immigrants and have traced differ- 
ential mobility patterns away from those basing points.46 But 

45Toll, Ethnic Middle Class, 169, Table 32. 
46Thernstrom, Other Bostonians, 220-250, provides a summary of mobility patterns, 

but draws no conclusions about the impact of specific locales on ethnic interaction. 
Thomas L. Philpot, The Slum and the Ghetto: Neighborhood Deterioration and Middle Class 
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they have not tried to suggest how the contours of a specific city 
have imparted a special significance to relations among groups. 
In Portland the relative place of Jews and Italians in the local 
labor market, as well as in the contours of South Portland as an 
area of first settlement, and the pattern of resettlement on the 
east side supported amicable relations between the two groups. 
Yet the patterns of mobility diminished the capacity of both 
groups to retain an intensive communal life. 

First, the small numbers of Italians and Jews in Portland lim- 
ited the probability that they would become competitors in the 
labor market. Most Italian men worked at tasks very different 
from those of most Jews, and since most were unmarried they 
were far more transient. Italian entrepreneurs in South Portland 
itself served their ethnic community, while Jews provided both 
the ritually required kosher food for their community and mer- 
chandise for the neighborhood at large. Jewish and Italian mer- 
chants elsewhere in the city specialized in different 
commodities-Jews in second-hand goods, clothing, and junk; 
Italians in produce and services like barbering and bootblacking. 
When Italian young people joined youngJews in the white-collar 
labor force in the 1920s, they were entering the city's most rap- 
idly expanding economic sector, and no sense of competition 
seems to have arisen. A handful of Jewish and Italian men did 
lead in the unionization of over a thousand local garment work- 
ers in the 1930s, though the rapid decline of the industry and the 
movement of both Jewish and Italian young women into white- 
collar employment precluded working-class solidarity across 
ethnic lines.47 

Second, the small size and geographically confined region of 
South Portland, as well as the limited number of apartment 
buildings, precluded a densely settled neighborhood which 
could either attract many newcomers or hold persons over sev- 
eral generations. The open lands of Marquam Gulch did allow 
Italians to engage in somewhat informal building procedures,48 

Reforms, Chicago 1880-1930 (New York, 1978) does not compare statistical patterns of social mobility, but does demonstrate how patterns of ethnic settlement and class stand- 
ing affected patterns of social contact between groups. 

47Interview with Manly Labby, Jan. 27, Feb. 3 and 9, 1976, Jewish Historical Society of 
Oregon. 

?"A valuable explanation of the informal ethnic real estate market is provided in Zunz, 
Inequality 170-178. 
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but the structures themselves were not very attractive to their 
children. While Italians and Jews did tend to cluster when they 
resettled on the east side, they were scattered among a vast native 
Protestant population of home owners. Many Italians joined 
non-Italian Catholic charches, and Jews failed to build either re- 
ligious institutions or a commercial district. Ethnic cohesiveness 
was retained primarily through membership in lodges or social 
clubs, which for Italians were consolidated in the 1920s in the 
Italian Federation Hall at Fourth and Madison, and for the Jews 
in the B'nai B'rith Building at Thirteenth and Mill, on the west- 
ern fringe of the central business district. Clearly, mutual knowl- 
edge of one another's activities faded as the second generation 
moved from the district. 

The ambiance of the district remained vivid, however, for its 
former residents. Oral histories indicate that members of each 
group saw the other as the only additional ethnic element in the 
area, and individuals in each group had childhood friends among 
the other. By contrast, Italians raised in East Portland have no 
recollections of an ethnic neighborhood (apart from the produce 
market) or of other ethnic groups.49 The Failing School and 
Neighborhood House certainly brought young people together in 
an atmosphere of social assimilation for extended periods, even 
though the cultural program of the latter was dominated by the 
Jews.50 Not even the support that Italian lodges and social clubs 
gave to fascism during the 1920s and 1930s seemed to impinge on 
friendships or to create communal tensions. Italian fascism was 
respectable in Portland, as elsewhere, and both the mayor and a 
representative of the Jewish governor, Julius Meier, attended a 
banquet given by Italians in October 1934 honoring Mussolini's 
twelfth year in power.51 Two young lawyers, Charles Colistro and 
Ernest Jachetta, were featured speakers. In his recollections years 
later, Jachetta expressed nothing but admiration for the many 
Jewish business and professional men who had been his childhood 

49Interview with David Amato and interview with Mildred Battaglia, 1976 (no day or 
month available), Oregon Historical Society. 

50Interview with Harry Policar, Jan. 29, 1975; interview with Gladys Trachtenberg, 
Dec. 11, 1973, Jewish Historical Society of Oregon. 

51Oregonian, Oct. 29, 1934. See the discussion of fascism's attractions in local communi- 
ties in Cinel, From Italy to San Francisco, 249 -254; Harney, "Totonto's Little Italy," 51; and 
Ronald Bayor, Neighbors in Conflict: The Irish, Germans, Jews and Italians of New York City, 
1929-1941 (Baltimore, 1978), 78-184. 
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friends. Likewise, when the B'nai B'rith took unprecedented po- 
litical action by organizing boycotts against Hitler's Germany, nei- 
ther Mussolini nor Italian organizations were criticized.52 The 
only prominent expression of anti-Semitism, accompanying the 
rise of the Ku Klux Klan from 1922 through 1925, was an adjunct 
of anti-Catholicism, though the local Anti-Defamation League ap- 
parently did not join with the church in a concerted self-defense 
effort.53 Unlike in New York, Portland newspapers simply do not 
record interethnic conflicts.54 

Finally, the social experiences of South Portland's Italians and 
Jews suggest how strongly the economic characteristics of the 
city as well as the countours of the neighborhood shaped immi- 
grant opportunities. Those Italians and Jews who came to the 
Pacific Northwest seemed to differ little in skills, marital status, 
family organization, and to some degree even in patterns of resi- 
dential clustering from their counterparts in the cities of the East 
and Mideast. But Portland was more open, less competitive, and 
less technologically advanced than New York, Pittsburgh, or De- 
troit, and immigrants, like native white Americans, felt the dif- 
ference. For those with appropriate family contacts, opportuni- 
ties for stable settlement and intergenerational mobility were 
greater than in the East. The far-flung suburbs, especially follow- 
ing the opening of several bridges over the Willamette River after 
1910, provided new opportunities for peddlers of all varieties of 
goods. And during the 1920s the continued expansion of the 
commercial sector attracted Jews overwhelmingly and Italians 
far more than in eastern cities into white-collar and even profes- 
sional jobs. Indeed, much of the drama that the unionization of 
industrial labor and the intensive competition for space among 
housing, industry, and commerce created in eastern cities is miss- 
ing in Portland, and in most western cities. 

South Portland in particular, because of its close proximity to 
the central business district, provided a unique refuge for young 
families seeking a secure niche. Its geography and its institutions 

52Interview with ErnestJachetta; Toll, Ethnic Middle Class, 182. 
53Toll, Ethnic Middle Class, 135 -136; RabbiJonah Wise to Martin Mayer, June 15, 1922, 

Jonah Wise Papers, American Jewish Archives, Cincinnati, Ohio; Kenneth T. Jackson, 
The Ku Klhix Klan in the City, 1915 -1930 (New York, 1971), 200-201. 

54Bayor, Neighbors in Conflict passim. 
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provided its young people in particular with a crucial sense of 
place during their formative years. As a Jewish center, it dupli- 
cated the array of shops, shuls, and voluntary associations found 
in the Colfax area of Denver or the Wilshire District in Los An- 
geles.55 As an Italian district it lacked the social focus of a pro- 
duce market as on Portland's east side (or in the Spadina area of 
Toronto),56 but it also escaped the more intensive crowding of 
the produce and cannery district of North Beach in San Fran- 
cisco.57 Instead, South Portland provided sufficient open space to 
allow large numbers of Jewish and Italian immigrants to acquire 
homes immediately rather than having to move to newer districts 
as did their counterparts in Brooklyn, Cleveland, North Philadel- 
pia, or Detroit. The narrow confines of the district, however, lim- 
ited its ability to accommodate families of the second genera- 
tion, and sent them elsewhere in the 1920s to seek their own 
housing. 

As a contribution to a general understanding of ethnic reset- 
tlement, the Portland experience in one respect reinforces How- 
ard Chudakoff's point that mobility and dispersion were charac- 
teristic of medium-sized cities.58 But it also indicates that where 
districts were desirable for residence, a nucleus of families could 
dig in to provide the base for the more "visible" commercial cen- 
ter. In Portland, as in Omaha, concentrated areas of "second set- 
tlement" never developed, but the unique geography of the area 
of first settlement discouraged commercial sprawl and encour- 
aged many of its original inhabitants to persist. Indeed, the Port- 
land experience indicates that sociological models that attempt 
to link geographic distribution mechanically to social mobility 
fail to consider the tastes and will of immigrant families. 

55Albert Vorspan and Lloyd Gartner, History of theJews ofLos Angeles (San Marino, 1970), 
117-118; Allen D. Breck, Jr., The Centennial History of the Jews of Colorado, 1859-1959 (Den- 
ver, 1960), 81, 92 -93, 108, 113. 

56John Zucchi, The Italian Immigrants of the St. John's Ward, 1875-1915 (Toronto, 1981), 11. 
57Cinel, From Italy to San Francisco, 118-120, 125, 231-232. 
58Chudakoff, "Ethnic Neighborhoods," 83-84, 89. 
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